
Inconsistent Tenses in Content Writing
Inconsistent tenses occur when writers shift between past, present, or future tenses within the
same sentence or paragraph, leading to confusion and lack of clarity.

Common Errors
Mixing past and present tenses in the same narrative.

● Incorrect: 'She was writing the article and decides to take a break.'
● Correct: 'She was writing the article and decided to take a break.'

Changing tenses without a clear reason.
● Incorrect: 'I will finish the report yesterday.'
● Correct: 'I finished the report yesterday.'

How to Correct It

● Stay consistent: Ensure the tense remains the same throughout a paragraph unless
there’s a clear need to change it (e.g., flashback, change in time).

● Proofread carefully: Pay attention to verb tense consistency during revisions.
● Practice: Regular writing exercises focusing on tense consistency help develop a

natural flow and eliminate tense errors.

Examples
● Incorrect: 'He walks to the office and called his boss.'
● Correct: 'He walked to the office and called his boss.'

● Incorrect: 'She eats breakfast and went to the meeting.'
● Correct: 'She ate breakfast and went to the meeting.'



Inconsistent Tenses Practice Questions

1. He started the project last week and completes it tomorrow.

____________________________________________________________________________

2. They will go to the store and buy groceries, but they forgot the list.

____________________________________________________________________________

3. The company is growing rapidly and achieved great success last year.

____________________________________________________________________________

4. I finished my assignment and send it to my boss yesterday.

____________________________________________________________________________

5. She is running late and forgot her keys.
___________________________________________________________________________

6. The team will meet later and discussed the next steps.

____________________________________________________________________________

7. He was studying for the test when his friend calls him.

____________________________________________________________________________

8. We are going to the event yesterday.

____________________________________________________________________________

9. The client requested changes and we implement them tomorrow.

____________________________________________________________________________

10. I wrote the report and now I send it to the manager.

___________________________________________________________________________



Answers to Inconsistent Tenses Practice Questions

1. He started the project last week and will complete it tomorrow.
2. They went to the store and bought groceries, but they forgot the list.
3. The company was growing rapidly and achieved great success last year.
4. I finished my assignment and sent it to my boss yesterday.
5. She was running late and forgot her keys.
6. The team will meet later and will discuss the next steps.
7. He was studying for the test when his friend called him.
8. We went to the event yesterday.
9. The client requested changes and we will implement them tomorrow.
10. I wrote the report and now I am sending it to the manager.


